
 

WATERCRAFT  
 

REGULATIONS   
 

OF 
 

LAKE WINNEBAGO, 
 

MISSOURI 
 

THINK WATER SAFETY! 
 
 

These watercraft regulations are effective August 8, 2006 and supercede all previous 
regulations.  The Board of Directors of the Lake Winnebago Home Owner’s Association 
herein approved all regulations. 
 
The Lake Winnebago Home Owner’s Association is pleased to present the “Watercraft 
Regulations of Lake Winnebago.”  They are intended to promote safe and enjoyable use 
of the Lake. 
 
These watercraft regulations contain a point system for violations of the regulations.  
Minor violations shall result in the assessment of three (3) points against the Property 
Owner, Renter, and Lessee.  Major violations, which involve the destruction of property, 
danger or injury to the offender or to others or lack or proper registration shall result in 
the assessment of six (6) points.  The points assessed against a Property Owner, Renter, 
Lessee shall remain in effect for one year beginning with the date of infraction.  
Whenever the points assessed total nine (9), the Property Owner, Renter, Lessee shall be 
suspended from using their Lake privileges, along with members of the family and guests 
for a period of fourteen (14) days.  An accumulation of twelve (12) points shall result in 
an additional fourteen (14) days suspension.  A total accumulation of f ifteen (15) or more 
points shall result in Lake Privilege suspension for twelve (12) months beginning with the 
infraction date of the fifteenth (15th) point. 
 
The changes to these regulations were passed by the Board of Directors on August 8, 
2006 and supercede all previously enacted regulations. 
 
Thank you for your cooperation and support. 
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A.  DEFINITIONS 
 
For the purpose of these regulations, the terms below shall have the meanings given 
herein: 

1. Association:  Lake Winnebago Home Owner’s Association.  Also LWHOA or 
HOA. 

2. Airboat:   Any boat powered by a propeller or fan rotating in the air instead of in 
the water. 

3. Board of Directors:  The Board of Directors of the Association. 

4. Boat:   Any vessel or watercraft moved by oars, paddles, sails, or other power 
mechanism, inboard or outboard, or any other vessel or structure floating upon the 
water whether or not capable of self-locomotion. 

5. Boat Committee:  A committee designated to review and maintain watercraft 
rules and regulations and oversee water safety.  Its membership shall consist of a 
Chairman, who shall be a member of the Board of Directors, and at least 3 but not 
more than 6 members of the Association in good standing.  A quorum consists of 
50 percent of the Committee. 

6. Buttonhook Turn:  A tight radius turn for exiting and entering a slalom course. 

7. Cove:  A small bay or bay-like recess in a shoreline, as designated by the Board of 
Directors and marked with a water traff ic control device. 

8. Cuddy Cabin:  A small cabin or enclosure on a watercraft for housing 
individuals. 

9. Dry Unit Weight:   The manufacturer’s weight of a vessel as it is shipped from 
the factory and stated in the manufacturer’s specifications. 

10. Galley:  A kitchen of a watercraft. 

11. Lake:  The entire body of water known as “Lake Winnebago” and located within 
the city of Lake Winnebago, Missouri. 

12. Lake Georgina:  The small man-made lake within the area designated “John G. 
Steinhilber Park” on the subdivision plat. 

13. Lake Patrol Off icer:  An individual employed or appointed by the Boat 
Committee who holds the authority to enforce, report, and make complaints of 
violations of the watercraft regulations of the Association. 
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14. Member in Good Standing:  A member of the Association who has paid all 
assessments fixed, established and collected by the Association. 

15. Motorboat:   A vessel propelled by machinery, whether or not such machinery is a 
principal source of propulsion.  

16. No Wake Speed:  The slowest speed at which a watercraft will move through the 
water while being able to maintain course and create very littl e or minimal wake.  
Also referred to as ‘ idle speed.’  

17. Off icial Marking Devices:  All signs, buoys, markings and devices consistent 
with Lake Regulations, placed or erected by authority of the Association for the 
purpose of regulating, warning or guiding water traff ic. 

18. Operate: To navigate or otherwise use a motorboat or a vessel. 

19. Operator :  the person who operates or has charge of the navigation or use of a 
vessel. 

20. Personal Floatation Device (PFD):  A floatation device designed to be worn by 
an individual.  Sometimes called a li fe preserver, li fe vest, or li fe jacket. 

21. Personal Watercraft (PWC):  A class of vessel, which is less than sixteen feet in 
length, propelled by machinery, which is designed to be operated by a person 
sitting, standing, or kneeling ON the vessel, rather than to be operated by a person 
sitting, standing, or kneeling INSIDE the vessel.  Also commonly referred to as a 
Jet Ski or Waverunner. 

22. Pontoon Boat:   Watercraft designed to float on two or more pontoons rather than 
a planing hull .  This definition does not include deck boats or tunnel hulls, etc. 

23. Property Owner:  Every person who has legal titl e to or sole possession of real 
property within the city of Lake Winnebago and is subject to the restrictions of the 
Association. 

24. Renter or Lessee:  Every person who rents or leases residential property (homes 
exclusively) from a Property Owner who is a member of the Association.  A copy 
of the lease must be provided to the Association off ice stating terms/conditions of 
lease and lessee’s name. 

25. Sailboat:   A watercraft equipped with sails as its principle means of propulsion, 
including sailboards. 

26. Slalom Course:  A set of buoys providing a boat path and a zigzag ski path. 

27. Vessel:  Every motorboat and every description of motorized watercraft, and any 
watercraft in length which is powered by sail alone or by a combination of sail 
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and machinery used or capable of being used as a means of transportation on 
water, but not any watercraft having as the only means of propulsion a paddle or 
oars. 

28. Watercraft:   Every type of boat, craft or device for transporting and propelli ng 
persons through the water. 

29. Water-skier or Skier:  Every person who shall ride or attempt to ride on water 
skis, ski, aquaplane, disc, surfboard, wakeboard, air chair, tube or other similar 
device which is designed and manufactured for the specific purpose of being 
towed behind a motorboat. 

30. Yellow Caution Flag:  A flag displayed on the Lake Patrol Boat when conditions 
require a mandatory termination of water-skiing. 

 
 

B.  PRIMARY REGULATIONS 
 

1. No watercraft shall be placed on Lake Winnebago, except by a Property Owner, 
Renter or Lessee, unless duly authorized by the Association.  Watercraft must 
belong to the Property Owner or Lessee.  Violators will be subject to statutory 
trespass. 

2. No Watercraft shall be operated on Lake Winnebago without a current permit, as 
described in Section D, displayed.  (3 points)   (Replaces #2 above.) 

3. No person shall operate a Watercraft on Lake Winnebago other than the property 
owner or persons who have permission from the property owner and who are 
known by the property owner to be quali fied to handle the Watercraft and known 
to be familiar with the Regulations of Lake Winnebago Missouri and applicable 
state and federal laws.  The Property Owner, Renter or Lessee must be present at 
Lake Winnebago when other persons are operating the Property Owner’s 
Watercraft.  (6 points) 

4. No Property Owner shall i nvite, condone or place a non-owned Watercraft or 
guest Watercraft on the Lake.  (6 points) 
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C.  INSURANCE (Required) 
 
All Watercraft on Lake Winnebago shall be insured in the property owner’s name for 
bodily injury and property damage liabilit y with a minimum combined single limit of 
$100,000 and naming the Association as additional insured with an agreement for notice 
of policy cancellation. 
 
 

D.  L ICENSING OF WATERCRAFT 
 
1. Owners of all new watercraft to the Lake must provide a copy of the title or 

statement of origin for proof of ownership.  Boat length will be verified via the 
manufacturer if possible.  Physical measurement could also be used.  There is up 
to a 2-week waiting period (new watercraft) for boat lengths to be verified by the 
Boat Committee.  It is the boat owner’s responsibilit y to ensure that a new boat 
purchased is no more than 20.00 feet in length and to contact the Association with 
any questions. 

2. Watercraft owned by two or more persons shall not be operated on the Lake by a 
non-resident owner unless the resident is present at Lake Winnebago as described 
in Section B, #3. 

3. Falsification of any documentation related to registering a watercraft with the 
Association, including but not limited to insurance, boat length, boat weight, and 
sole ownership is prohibited.  Upon discovery of intentional falsification, the 
watercraft will be removed from the lake and the resident will receive a one-year 
suspension of lake privileges. 

4. All permits shall expire on April 30 of each year and must be renewed prior to 
launching of the Watercraft for the new licensing year, beginning each May 1.  
Permits may be purchased through procedures to be specified by the Boat 
Committee.  All applications for renewal are subject to any applicable Association 
regulation, including mechanical and structural soundness of the Watercraft, 
proper safety equipment and proper lighting. 

5. Temporary watercraft permits may be issued by and at the discretion of the 
Association to residents for new watercraft or to non-residents for Association-
approved events.  Failure to obtain a temporary permit will result in a 3-point 
penalty to the resident(s) involved. (3-points) 

6. All Watercraft (motorboats, pontoon boats, sailboats, rowboats, canoes, personal 
watercraft, paddle boats, et al.) owners shall pay to the Association an annual 
permit fee.  Penalties will be applied for late renewal. 
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7. Proof of Watercraft ownership must be provided prior to registration for all 
Watercraft not previously registered with the Association. 

Proof of ownership is one of the following: 

·  Title 

·  Manufacturer’s Statement of Origin 

·  State registration designating Lessee 

·  Not Accepted - notar ized bill of sale 

8. No permit shall be issued to any person who fails to satisfactorily prove 
ownership of the Watercraft.  Property Owners must be members of the 
Association in good standing. 

9. Residential property Lessees or Renters (home exclusively) shall have the same 
boating privileges as Association members provided: 
a) The Property Owner is a member of the Association in good standing. 
b) All Watercraft comply with requirements stated in the Watercraft Regulations. 
c) The Lessee holder and/or Renter agree to abide by the Watercraft Regulations 

as published by the Association. 
d) The Property Owner(s) relinquishes own rights to use the Lake. 

10. The licensee shall be responsible for the operation of the Watercraft, for any 
damage caused, and/or any violation of rules regardless of who is operating the 
Watercraft, unless the licensee has reported to the Association or Police that the 
Watercraft was stolen, or can prove that the Watercraft was operated without 
permission by a person not a member of the family. 

11. Each Watercraft shall display the permit and the licensee’s lot number in letters 
not less than 3 inches high on both sides approximately 1 foot from the stern 
(rear).  All outdated permits shall be removed.  Sailboats have different 
placement. (3 points) 

12. All watercraft trailers must display a current permit whether in storage, parked or 
in tow within Lake Winnebago city limits.  The permit will be near the trailer’s 
tongue on the driver’s side. (3 points) 
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E.  SPEED LIMITS 
 

1. No person shall operate a Watercraft within 100 feet of the shoreline of the lake or 
any dock or swimming area in excess of No Wake Speed or in a manner that 
endangers persons or damages property.  (3 points) 

2. No person shall operate a Watercraft on the main body of the Lake at a speed in 
excess of 37 miles per hour.  (3 points) 

3. The maximum speed limit on the main body of the lake, between sunset and 
sunrise is No Wake Speed.  (3 points) 

4. No person shall operate a watercraft at any speed, or in any manner that will 
endanger other boats, swimmers, skiers, fishermen, sailors, floating docks or 
buoys.  (3 points) 

5. The Board of Directors may designate certain areas of the Lake for special use and 
may designate speed limits for said uses.  Notice of such special use will be 
posted at least 24 hours prior to an event. 

 
 

F.  MOTORBOAT / PWC OPERATION (PWC) BY MINORS 
 

1. The minimum age to operate a Motorboat at Lake Winnebago is 14.  No person   
under 14 years of age may operate a Motorboat unless under the direct “on board” 
supervision of a parent or guardian.  No parent or guardian shall knowingly permit 
a child under minimum age to operate any Motorboat in violation of this law.  
Parents and guardians are legally responsible for the underage operator and their 
actions.  (3 points) 

2. Beginning January 1, 2005, every person born after January 1, 1984, who operates 
a watercraft on Missouri lakes shall possess, on the vessel, a boating safety 
identification card issued by the Missouri State Water Patrol which shows that he 
or she has successfully completed a boating safety course approved by the 
National Association of the State Boating Law Administrators and certified by the 
Missouri State Water Patrol or equivalent certification verified by the Boat 
Committee. (3 points) 
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G.  WATERCRAFT & WATERCRAFT USE 
 

1. No HOA Member may be issued more than five (5) Watercraft Permits by 
the HOA in any year. Of the total of f ive (5) Watercraft Permits that may 
be issued by the HOA in any year to any HOA Member no more than two 
(2) of the Watercraft Permits may be for Personal Watercraft and no more 
than three (3) of the Watercraft Permits may be for Motorized Watercraft 
of any kind or description.  

2. Current HOA Members in Good Standing shall be entitled to obtain 
Watercraft Permits for each Watercraft presently owned and permitted. For 
example, if a current HOA Member in Good Standing owns and has 
permitted more than three (3) Motorized Watercraft (i.e., four (4) or five 
(5) Motorized Watercraft), he/she/they shall be entitled to receive a 
Watercraft Permit for each such Watercraft owned and properly permitted 
on July 15, 2006 as herein provided.  

 Effective July 15, 2006: HOA Members that have been “Grandfathered” 
 for Motorized Watercraft in excess of the above limitations shall be 
 allowed obtain Watercraft Permits unless any Watercraft Permit is not 
 renewed within one (1) year. Currently “Grandfathered” Watercraft under 
 this Article may be replaced with a Watercraft of li ke kind (Powerboat for 
 Powerboat, Personal Watercraft for Personal Watercraft, Pontoon Boat for 
 Pontoon Boat, etc.) that come within Watercraft Restrictions and 
 Regulations in effect at the time such are replaced. No HOA Member may 
 sell , bargain, convey, gift or in any manner transfer any rights under this 
 Article to any other Person, Firm or Corporation. 
3. Length and Weight L imits: 

a) Pontoon boats shall not exceed 28.00 feet. 
b) Other Watercraft shall not exceed 20.00 feet. 
c) No Watercraft shall exceed 3400 lbs dry unit weight as described by the 

manufacturer or weighed by certified scale.  All watercraft exceeding this 
weight and permitted on Lake Winnebago in 2004 may remain on the lake 
until sold to a non-resident. 

4.  PWC Rules: 

a) Personal Watercraft (PWC) engine size is limited to 800 cc (2 stroke engines 
only), regardless of seating capacity.  Effective August 8, 2006:  All 4 stroke 
personal watercraft meeting 140 hp or less are now permitted on Lake 
Winnebago.  The CC (cubic centimeters) limit will stay in effect for 2 
stroke engines (gas mixed with oil ).  All 4 stroke engines will now be 
governed under the new (140 hp) limit.   

b) Operators of PWC’s shall wear a Coast Guard li fe preserver when operating 
the PWC.  (3 points) 

c) All PWCs shall be equipped with a lanyard-type kill switch.  The lanyard will 
be attached to the operator when the PWC is in operation. (6 points) 
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d) No water-skiing behind PWC’s. (3 points) 
e) No wake jumping within 150 feet of another Watercraft.  (3 points) 
f) No more persons can ride on PWC than the posted Coast Guard certification.  

Maximum of three people. (3 points) 
g) No weaving through traff ic, at other than idle speed.  (3 points) 
h) PWC may not operate at a speed in excess of No Wake Speed within 50 feet 

of any watercraft.  (3 points) 
i) The operation of PWCs between sunset and sunrise is strictly prohibited. (6 

points) 

5. Boats Prohibited:  No person shall operate a Watercraft on the Lake that 
has toilet faciliti es, sleeping accommodations, galley or any combination 
thereof.  Cuddy Cabins are considered sleeping quarters and therefore 
prohibited.               (6 points) 

6. GrandFathered Watercraft:  All boats previously grand-fathered (in 
violation of Watercraft Regulations) are not transferable to other property 
owners of Lake Winnebago. 
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3. Racing Motorboats Not Allowed:  No person shall operate a Motorboat on the 
Lake which can be specifically classed as a racing boat under the A.P.B.A. 
(American Power Boat Association) racing classes of boats whether commercially 
built or homemade except on those days and hours when such a race has been 
authorized by the Boat Committee. 

4. Airboats Prohibited:  No Airboat shall be operated at any time on the Lake. 

5. Boat Exhaust System:  No person shall operate a Motorboat on the Lake, which 
does not vent exhaust below the waterline when the Motorboat is at rest.  The 
waterline shall be defined as those points on a boat hull to which the surface of the 
water comes on the side of the Boat when the Boat is at rest.  No Motorboat shall 
have over the transom exhaust.  This rule does not apply to outboard motors.  (3 
points) 

6. Boat Exhaust Noise:  No Motorboat shall emit a sound at a level exceeding 85 
decibels on an A-weighted scale when measured from a distance of 50 or more 
feet from the Motorboat.  (3 points) 

7. Personal Floatation Device (PFD) Requirements:  

1. All watercraft must carry one wearable Type I, Type II, Type III or Type V  
U.S. Coast Guard-approved PFD for each person onboard that is appropriate 
for the size and weight of the wearer.  (3 points)   

2. Each PFD must be readily accessible.  Readily accessible means the PFD 
must be available and be able to be put on in a reasonable amount of time and 
should not be stowed in plastic bags, a locked or closed compartment or have 
other gear stowed on top of them.  (3 points)   

3. Children 7 years or less must wear a Coast Guard-approved Type I, Type 
II, Type III or Type V PFD that is of the proper size at all times while in any 
watercraft on Lake Winnebago.  (3 points)  

4. It is the Operator’s responsibilit y to understand the required PFD Types.  
Refer to Missouri State Water Regulations or the Missouri Water Patrol’s 
handbook website at http://www.boat-ed.com/mo/handbook/pfds.htm for 
description and ill ustration.  

8. Loads L imited:  No person shall operate a Watercraft on the Lake which is 
occupied by persons whose total weight shall exceed the safe limit capacity for 
such Watercraft as indicated by its posted Coast Guard capacity information 
certificate.  (6 points) 

9. Fire Extinguisher & Ventilation Required:  Motorboats on the Lake carrying or 
using gasoline or any other flammable fluid must carry on board at least one 
“Marine Type” fire extinguisher and an eff icient natural or mechanical ventilation 
system which will remove gases from enclosures prior to and during the time any 
person occupies the Boat.  (3 points) 
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10. Motor Size:  No person shall operate a Motorboat on the Lake, which is equipped 
with any motor or other propulsion machinery beyond its safe power capacity as 
indicated by its manufacturer’s OBC recommended horsepower.  (3 points) 

11. L ights:  During the hours between sunset and sunrise, all persons shall operate 
their Watercraft on the Lake with the following lighting requirements: 
a) Motorboats under way on the Lake shall be required to have a bright white 

light visible for one mile all around the horizon located at the stern of a 
Motorboat, and a combination of lanterns in the fore part of the Watercraft and 
lower than the while light aft, showing green to the starboard and red to the 
port.  (3 points) 

b) Sailboats under sail should have light at top of mast. 
c) All Watercraft at anchor shall display a white anchor light visible for 360 

degrees.  (3 points) 
d) All Watercraft used for sport fishing within 50 feet of the shore, powered by 

an electric trolli ng motor, are not required to display navigation lights unless 
another Watercraft approaches within the immediate vicinity of the sport 
fishing Watercraft.  At such a time, said sport fishing Watercraft will activate 
lights in time as to avoid a colli sion.  (3 points) 

e) Non-motorized boats such as canoes and rowboats as well as Sailboats less 
than 12 feet in length must have ready at hand a white light which shall be 
temporarily exhibited in suff icient time to prevent colli sion when another 
Watercraft approaches.  (3 points) 

12. Traff ic Pattern:  Watercraft operating at speeds in excess of 10 mph shall 
operate in a counterclockwise traff ic pattern except when directed otherwise by 
the Lake Patrol Off icer.  (3 points) 

13. Right-of-Way:  The slower, less maneuverable watercraft has right-of-way over 
the faster, more maneuverable watercraft.  (3 points)  The Boat Committee may 
establish hours and areas for Boat and Sailboat races.  The right-of-way hierarchy 
is as follows:  (Replaces #16 above.) 

·  Watercraft not under command (anchored, moored, adrift) 

·  Canoes, rowboats, paddles boats, kayaks 

·  Sailboats 

·  Motorboats displaying a red / orange flag or special red/white flag 

·  All other motorboats 

·  PWCs     

14. Secur ing Watercraft:   Every Watercraft not in use shall be beached or securely 
fastened to a dock so as not to present a hazard to persons or property.  No 
Motorboat shall be left unattended with the motor in operation.  (3 points) 
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15. Launching of Watercraft:   Motorboats shall be launched only at locations 
approved by the Association.  (3 points) 

16. Motorboats on Lake Georgina:  Only Boats operated manually or with an 
electric trolli ng motor may operate on Lake Georgina. (3 points) 

 
 

H.  WATER-SPORT RULES 
 
The following rules shall govern all water-ski activities and other water-sport devices 
towed on the Lake.  Exceptions to the following rules will be made only for Association 
approved activities such as the Water Ski Show. 

1. Water Ski Flag Required:  No person shall operate a Motorboat on the Lake 
during any water-ski operation, that is, from the time the rope or skis go into the 
water until they come out, and while the skier is on the skis or down in the water, 
without displaying a RED or ORANGE flag. The flag shall be a minimum of 10 
x 14 inches and displayed at a height such that it is visible to other boats from all 
sides of the vessel carrying it.  The red or orange flag shall not be displayed for 
any other purpose. Handholding the ski flag is not permitted.  (3 points)  

2. Water Sport Hours:  Skiing is permitted from sunrise to sunset. (3 points) 

3. Visibili ty:  No person shall operate a watercraft, in the act of pulli ng a skier at 
anytime visibilit y is such that the water skier may not be seen from a distance of 
100 yards.  (3 points) 

4. Water Skiing Areas:  Skiing is permitted in all areas except: 

·  Within 100 feet of any watercraft or dock. (3 points) 

·  Within 100 feet of any designated swim areas. (3 points) 

·  Within 100 feet of any land area or any swimmer. (3 points) 

·  Inside any off icial no-wake marking devices  (3 points) 

·  Other areas as designated by the Boat Committee. (3 points) 

5. Personal Floatation Device (PFD): Any person on water skies or other similar 
device shall wear a buoyant, Coast Guard approved, PFD in the manner prescribed 
by the manufacturer.   (3 points) 

6. Observer Required with Water Skier:  An observer must be present at all times 
in the Motorboat while pulli ng a skier or towing anyone behind a Motorboat on 
the lake.  It is recommended the observer be at least 10 years of age.  (3 points) 

7. Ski Patterns:  All Motorboats towing a skier shall operate in a counterclockwise 
traff ic pattern except when otherwise directed by the Lake Patrol Off icer. (3 
points) 
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8. Slalom Course:  Buttonhook type turns are allowed at each end of the designated 
slalom course in order to reenter the course at the same end just exited.  Only one 
Motorboat at a time shall be allowed in the slalom course.  See Appendix (page 
13) for complete set of rules and regulations for slalom course.  (3 points) 

9. Operation of Motorboat when skier has fallen:   

·  Such Motorboat shall have the right-of-way while retrieving the skier. 

·  To retrieve a fallen skier, the towing Motorboat shall make all approaches to 
the skier from the driver’s side.  The engine of the Motorboat shall be turned 
OFF while the skier is boarding the Motorboat.  (3 points) 

10. Following in Wake of Boat Towing Skier:  No person operating a Motorboat 
shall follow closer than 300 feet behind the Motorboat towing a water skier(s), 
tube or other similar device.  (6 points) 

11. Skier is Not to Swing Out Around Objects:  No person on water skis or similar 
device on the Lake shall swing out to have any objects such as boats, buoys, or 
swimmers come between the skier and the tow boat.  Motorboats actively using a 
designated slalom course are exempt.  (3 points) 

12. Skiers Are Not to Carr y Any Person or Thing:  No person on water skis or 
similar device on the Lake shall carry on their shoulders or arms any device, 
person, animal or object.  (3 points) 

13. A Motorboat can pull no more than 2 water skiers at one time (3 points) 

14. Two devices, such as tubes, can be towed at one time with limit of one person on 
each device.  Only one device can be towed when carrying two or more people; 
with 3 people being the maximum allowed at any one time.  (3 points) 

15. Tow Rope Length:  No person on water skis or other similar device on the Lake 
shall use a towrope, which is less than 35 feet in length.  A training boom aff ixed 
to a towboat is an acceptable towing device, provided it is used properly.  (3 
points) 

16. No “Takeoff ” From Stationary Objects:  No person on water skis or other 
similar device on the Lake shall take off fr om any dock, or other structure 
extending from the shoreline.  (3 points) 

17. Airborne Devices:  No person shall operate a Motorboat on the Lake while 
pulli ng any airborne device, such as kites and parasail , which rises above the 
surface of the water.  (3 points) 

18. No Skiing Close to Other Skiers:  No person on water skis or other similar 
device on the Lake shall ski within 50 feet of another skier or fallen skiers unless 
the same Motorboat is pulli ng both skiers. (3 points) 
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19. Fallen Skier to Raise One Ski:  Any person who has fallen in the Lake while 
being pulled by a Boat shall , if at all possible, immediately raise one ski so that at 
least 24 inches or more of the ski shows in a perpendicular manner out of the 
water. 

20. Mandatory Termination of Skiing:  The Lake Patrol Off icer may, at his 
discretion, determine that Watercraft traff ic congestion has become too severe for 
continuation of water-skiing activity.  In such case, the Lake Patrol Off icer may 
request any Motorboat operator to stop towing skiers until such congestion has 
been cleared.  The signal for mandatory termination of all water skiing on the 
Lake is a Yellow Caution Flag displayed on the Lake Patrol Boat. (3 points) 

 
 

I .  Slalom Course 
 

1.  Only one boat may use the slalom course at any given time.  A boat shall wait to 
use the course until the course is clear.  The course is considered clear when the 
boat and skier have left the course and buttonhook turning area.  A boat may make 
multiple “passes” through the course.  (3 points) 

2.  Buttonhook turns are allowed for entering and exiting the slalom course. 
3.  Personal watercraft may not use the slalom course when skiers are present.  Water 

skiers have priority.  (3 points) 
4.  Only one personal watercraft may use the course at any given time. (3 points) 
5.  Vandalism of course is prohibited.  (6 points) 
6.  Pontoon boats are too wide to pass through the center boat path buoys and are 

prohibited from driving through the center boat path buoys.  (3 points) 
7.  Courtesy Rules: 

a) Boats waiting to use the course should wait a safe distance from the course 
and maintain a no-wake condition. 

b) When boats are waiting to use the course, the boat on the course should yield 
the course after the current skier is finished. 

c) All watercraft should avoid leaving large wakes in the course area.  They 
can cause the skier to crash unexpectedly.  When traveling alongside the 
course, idle speed is best; full speed is second best; half speed is terrible for 
wakes. 

d) If you find a buoy floating around, please tie it to the gas dock. 
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J.  PROHIBITED ACTIVITIES 
 

1. Racing of Motorboats Prohibited:  It shall be unlawful for any Motorboat on the 
Lake to engage in any race or speed competition with any other Watercraft on the 
Lake.  (3 points) 

2. Carelessness:  No person shall operate any Watercraft in a careless, negligent or 
wanton manner so as to endanger li fe, limb or property.  (3 points) 

3. Unsafe Conduct on Watercraft:   No person operating a Watercraft on the Lake 
shall allow any unsafe action within such Watercraft, such as but not limited to, 
rocking the Watercraft, causing the Watercraft to tip, lean or to be off level keel, 
engaging in such actions as wrestling with another person, jousting with a paddle 
or oars or other object, or engaging in any conduct which might cause some 
person to fall out of the Watercraft or cause the operator to lose control of such 
Watercraft.  (3 points) 

4. Negligent Operation:  No person shall operate any watercraft in a reckless or 
negligent manner, so as to endanger the li fe or property of any person.  Negligence 
includes, but is not limited to, endangering other watercraft, swimmers, skiers, 
downed skiers, fishermen, sailors, docks, or buoys. (6 points) 

5. No Sitt ing on Gunwale:  No person shall sit on the gunwale or outer rail of any 
Motorboat or on the front or rear thereof, while the Motorboat is being operated 
on the Lake in excess of 5 miles per hour.  (3 points) 

6. Fireworks and Watercraft:   No fireworks shall be ignited from a Watercraft on 
the Lake or from any dock or shore of the Lake toward or into any Watercraft on 
the Lake.  (6 points) 

7. Towing Person:  No person shall cling to or be towed by any Motorboat on the 
Lake except in the act of water-skiing as provided in “Definitions.”  No person 
shall j ump into the water from a moving Motorboat.  (3 points) 

8. Motorboat Not to Disturb Sailboat Races:  No person shall operate a Motorboat 
on the Lake, through or near a saili ng competition race in such a manner as to 
cause undue wash or waves that would disturb said race or any Watercraft taking 
part in said race.  (3 points) 

9. Moor ing Watercraft to Buoys:  No person shall moor, anchor or otherwise place 
or secure any Watercraft or other object to an Off icial Marking Devices.  (3 
points) 

10. Watercraft Traff ic Around Island:  No person shall  operate a Watercraft above 
idle speed within 50 feet of island.  (3 points) 
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11. Wildli fe and Watercraft:   No person shall run down or attempt to run down any 
wildli fe.  (3 points) 

12. Protected Swimming Areas:  The Board of Directors may, designate protected 
swimming areas by placing appropriate buoys around such area.  No Watercraft 
shall be operated nor permitted to drift into such area.          (6 points) 

13. Tow Materials:  No Watercraft shall tow any device not designed and 
manufactured as water-sport equipment to be towed by such Watercraft.  All such 
devices shall be towed appropriately as designed and shall be kept on the surface 
of the water so as to be visible to other persons using the Lake.  (3 points) 

14. The Boat Committee reserves the right to restrict use of the lake or any device the 
Committee considers a safety hazard. 

 
 

K.  MISCELL ANEOUS 
 

1. Reporting of Accidents: In the event of an accident involving injury or property 
damage, the driver of each watercraft shall make an accident report, immediately, 
to Association off ice, the Lake Winnebago Water Patrol, or the Police Department 
of the City of Lake Winnebago.  Failure to make this report shall constitute a 
violation of the rules.  (6 points)    

2. Permission Required for Docking:  Except in an emergency, no person shall 
fasten any Watercraft to any dock other than his own without consent of the owner 
of the dock.  (3 points) 

3. Discharge of Refuse:  No persons shall discharge from a Watercraft into the Lake 
or upon any dock or launching ramp any oil , gasoline, flammable materials or any 
kind of refuse or polluting material of any kind.  (3 points) 

4. Damage or M oving Off icial Water Marking Device:  No person shall , without 
authority, alter or attempt to alter, deface, injure, sink, remove or relocate any 
Off icial Marking Device or any part thereof.  Off icial water marking devices are 
placed at the discretion of the Association. (3 points) 

5. Swim Rules:  No person shall swim more than 50 feet from the shoreline or a 
dock unless accompanied closely by a Watercraft with a swimmer lookout in 
addition to the operator.  (3 points) 
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6. Scuba Diving:  No person shall participate in skin or scuba diving without a 
permit issued by the Boat Committee.  Permits will be issued under the following 
conditions:  (3 points) 
a) Divers must sign a legal release of responsibilit y for the Association before 

being allowed to dive in the lake, unless authorized by emergency personnel. 
b) Diving activities shall be conducted in pairs using a “buddy system.”  
c) Applicants must be certified divers with proper identification before they will 

be allowed to scuba dive in Lake Winnebago. 
d) During scuba diving operations, a “diver’s flag” is required to be displayed.  

The flag must measure a minimum of 12 inches tall and 16 inches wide, be red 
in color and have a two (2) inch wide white diagonal strip running from the 
top left corner to the lower right corner.  All diving must be done within a 50-
yard radius of the flag.  All boat operators must stay at least 50-yards away 
from the diver’s flag.  The flag must be visible for 360 degrees. 

e) The Boat Committee will designate areas and hours for diving at the time of 
approving the application, and diving will be confined to these areas and 
hours. 

7. Applicabili ty of Other Laws and Regulations:  The regulations for Watercrafts 
promulgated by the United States Coast Guard, the State of Missouri and the City 
of Lake Winnebago shall govern the use of Watercraft on Lake Winnebago.  It is 
the duty of every li censee of Watercraft and every operator to become familiar 
with such rules and laws and to adhere to them.  The failure to abide by all 
applicable rules, laws and regulations may result in criminal li abilit y as well as 
civil li abilit y for damages in the event of accident or injury by reason of such 
failure to obey. 

8. Responsibili ty of L icensee:  Complete knowledge of an adherence to state and 
local rules is the responsibilit y of every parent, Watercraft owner, resident and 
guest operator.  The licensee shall be held responsible and liable for the 
Watercraft and all persons who operate them. 

 
9. Special Permits:  The Lake Winnebago Board of Directors may issue special 

permits, which grant certain privileges to individuals or organizations to engage in 
activities, which would be contrary to these water use regulations.  Failure to 
obtain a special permit for such activities is a 3-point violation to the property 
owner(s) in charge of the activity.  Examples include, but are not limited to: 

·  Water Ski Shows and Exhibitions:  A permit may allow for the number of 
water skiers to exceed the lawful limit , for stunting and for other activities 
associated with water ski shows or similar water activities.  Each section of 
the rules and regulations to be waived must be identified in such a permit.  

·  Saili ng Regattas:  A permit shall be required for saili ng competitions that will 
include boats and/or operators that are not Lake Winnebago property owners. 
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L.  VIOLATION OF REGULATIONS 
 
ENFORCEMENT of the preceding rules and regulations shall be the responsibilit y of the 
Lake Winnebago Water Patrol.  All operators of watercraft and persons using the lake 
shall follow reasonable instructions from Water patrol personnel. 

1. The Boat Committee may appoint any member of the Committee or any employee 
of the Committee to patrol the Lake and to initiate complaints of violations. 

2. Upon the approach of an authorized patrol boat, utili zing a siren or flashing light, 
or otherwise signifying the existence of an emergency or a violation of lake rules, 
all watercraft shall yield the right-of-way.  (3 points) 

3. No person shall threaten the Water Patrol personnel with abusive language and/or 
physical harm.  (up to 12 points and a 28-day suspension of lake privileges) 

4. In the event of operator of a Watercraft will fully refuses to obey orders of the 
Lake Patrol Off icer, will fully refuses to obey operation instructions, isn’ t a person 
authorized to operate a Watercraft or is operating an unpermitted Watercraft, the 
Boat Committee, after initial violation, may remove the Watercraft from the Lake. 

5. Failure to comply with orders or directions from the Lake Patrol Off icer shall 
constitute further violation of these regulations and may result in suspension of 
Lake-use privileges upon review by the Boat Committee.  (6 points) 

6. Complaints of Violations will be directed against the Property Owner, Lessee or 
Renter including complaints of violations of their children and guests.  Whenever 
a violation is observed by the Lake Patrol, the Off icer will i ssue a Complaint of 
Violation to the violator.  A duplicate of the complaint shall be given to 
Association off ice and triplicate shall be mailed to the responsible Property 
Owner, Lessee or Renter at the address on file at the Association off ice within 7 
days. 

7. Any member of the Association may file a complaint with the Boat Committee of 
violation of the operating regulations on the form provided by the Association and 
available at the Lake Winnebago HOA off ice.  Upon fili ng of a complaint with the 
Boat Committee, the Committee shall notify the interested parties, namely the 
alleged violator, the licensee, the complainant and the witnesses, if any, whose 
names appear on the complaint, by maili ng to the address of each party appearing 
on the complaint a notice fixing the time and place for hearing on the complaint. 

8. The proceeding before the Boat Committee shall be informal.  At such hearing, 
the complainant and witnesses designated on the complaint shall be heard first, 
followed by the alleged violator, the licensee and any other witnesses. 

9. If the Boat Committee finds that a violation of the rules has occurred, a Complaint 
of Violation will be issued to the responsible Property Owner, Lessee or Renter. 
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M.  ACCUMULATION OF POINTS 
 

Complaints of Violations issued by the Lake Patrol Off icer or Boat Committee 
shall designate the number of points assigned to the violation(s) cited.  The 
specific violations listed in these regulations show the assigned points.  Minor 
violations are assigned 3 points and major violations, which involve the 
destruction of property, danger or injury to the offender or to others, or lack of 
proper registration shall result in the assessment of 6 points. 
 
 

N.  SUSPENSION OF LAKE PRIVILEGES 
 

1. Points assessed against a Property Owner, Lessee or Renter shall remain in effect 
for one year beginning with the date of the infraction.  Whenever the points 
assessed total nine (9), the Property Owner, Lessee or Renter shall be suspended 
from using the Lake, along with members of the family and guests, for a period of 
fourteen (14) days.  An accumulation of twelve (12) points shall result in an 
additional fourteen (14) day suspension.  A total accumulation of f ifteen (15) or 
more points shall result in Lake Use suspension for twelve (12) months beginning 
with the infraction date of the fifteenth (15th) point. 

2. Water use suspension shall be made by a 75 percent vote of a quorum of the Boat 
Committee at a properly called Boat Committee meeting.  The Property Owner, 
Lessee or Renter will be notified by certified mail at the address on file at the 
Association off ice mailed 5 days in advance or said meeting concerning their 
violations.  If the Boat Committee renders a vote of suspension, the Boat 
Committee shall deliver a written decision by certified mail to the Property 
Owner, Lessee or Renter at the address on file at the Association off ice within 7 
days following the meeting.  The Boat Committee shall determine the Lake use 
suspension period(s) beginning date(s). 

 
 

O.  VIOLATION OF SUSPENSION 
 
A violation of suspension can result in criminal arrest and trespass charges against the 
violator of said suspension.  Violation of suspension period can result in further 
suspension of Lake Use privileges as determined by the Board of Directors of the 
Association. 
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P.  APPEAL PROCESS  
 

1. Appeals to Violations:  All appeals will be made to the Boat Committee at a 
properly called Boat Committee meeting.  
a) Appeals must be in writing to the Lake Winnebago Home Owner’s 

Association off ice no later than fourteen (14) days after the Complaint of 
Violation is issued.   

b) The Property Owner, Lessee or Renter will be notified in writing as to the 
date, time and place of the appeal, mailed 5 days in advance of the appeal 
meeting. 

c) Appeals before the Boat Committee shall be informal.  The complainant 
and/or Boat Patrolman and witnesses, if any, shall be heard first, followed by 
the alleged violator or Property Owner, Lessee or Renter. 

d) Within fourteen (14) days following the appeal, the Boat Committee, by a 
majority vote, shall render a written decision to be delivered by certified mail 
to the Property Owner, Lessee or Renter at the address on file at the 
Association off ice. 

2. Appeals to Lake Suspension:  All appeals will be made to the Board of Directors 
at a properly called Board of Directors meeting. 
a) Appeals must be in writing to the Lake Winnebago Home Owner’s 

Association off ice no later than fourteen (14) days after the Complaint of 
Violation is issued. The Property Owner, Lessee or Renter will be notified in 
writing as to the date, time and place of the appeal, mailed 5 days in advance 
of the appeal meeting. 

b) Appeals before the Board of Directors shall be informal.  The complainant 
and/or Boat Patrolman and witnesses, if any, shall be heard first, followed by 
the alleged violator or Property Owner, Lessee or Renter. 

c) Within fourteen (14) days following the appeal, the Board of Directors, by a 
majority vote, shall render a written decision to be delivered by certified mail 
to the Property Owner, Lessee or Renter at the address on file at the 
Association off ice. 


